
outcomes: what happens next?

Justice-centered
research and academics

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY CLIMATE JUSTICE ACTION PLAn

Goal: Northeastern will use just research and academic practices
that advance equitable solutions to climate and related crises.

Strategy #1

Strategy #2

Strategy #3

What Is a climate justice action pLAN?

Teach all Northeastern students about
climate justice and sustainability.

Collaborate with community-based
organizations on climate justice research

Expand community access to more of
Northeastern's academic resources

Northeastern’s Climate Justice Action Plan will update the University’s
2010 Sustainability Plan while aligning our strategies with the priorities
and concerns of Boston’s frontline communities and the climate justice

movement at large. To learn more, visit:
www.pref.northeastern.edu/sustainability/cjap

why does it matter?
When students and researchers engage with communities, an extractive

dynamic between academic endeavors and community needs can emerge if it
is not done with a justice lens. Ensuring these relationships are accountable,

inclusive, and equitable is critical to advancing climate justice solutions.

We support More local students at Northeastern.
Local residents are able to access the education and career
pathways they need through Northeastern.

We foster Community-engaged teaching and research.
Researchers and academics have the tools and accountability
mechanisms to support equitable, inclusive and accountable
engagement with communities.

Students have climate justice knowledge.
Northeastern students are able to make effective
contributions through their careers with foundational
knowledge of climate justice.

https://pref.northeastern.edu/sustainability/cjap/


how will we achieve this?

current INITIATIVES AT NORTHEASTERN 
Here are existing on-campus programs and projects that address this goal:

Source: Community-Engaged Teaching and Research

Healthier Air and People: Intelligent Solutions to Urban
Pollution for Equity and Resilience
This Impact Engine pairs low-cost sensing technologies
with pollution prediction models to identify hyperlocal
pollution hot spots in real time.

Northeastern's Collection on Boston and Social Justice
Northeastern's Libraries provide programming and
public access to a large collection of records on
Boston's fight for social justice.

Principles of Anti-Oppressive Community Engagement
This document offers a framework to mitigate the harms
that can result from community-engaged teaching and
research.

Make sustainability and climate
justice classes a requirement for
all Northeastern students.
Grow the Climate Justice
Fellowship program, providing
students the opportunity to learn
about environmental justice
issues in and around Boston.
Support faculty and researchers
to engage in equitable, inclusive
and accountable community-
engaged teaching and research.
Support Impact Engine
researchers in maintaining
equitable, inclusive, and
accountable community
engagement practices.

Partner with local community-
based organizations to develop
research and grant proposals to
address climate justice issues in
Boston.
Grow local scholarships and
related offerings for youth to
access education at Northeastern
and meaningful career paths in
climate justice and sustainability.
Build on the partnership with
Roxbury Community College to
support local residents in building
meaningful green careers.
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